
Region 6: Texarkana, Texas 
Environmental Workforce 
Job Training Partnership 

 
The City of Texarkana, Texas, The College of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(C-STEM) at Texas A&M University -Texarkana (TAMU-T) and Texas Engineering Extension 
Service (TEEX) will provide exceptional environmental workforce job training to the 
unemployed and underemployed in the Texarkana region through the EPA’s Brownfields 
Environmental Workforce Development grant. Other project partners include Texarkana 
Community College, Workforce Solutions of Northeast Texas and the Tex-America Center. 
 
The City of Texarkana, Texas is located in Bowie County in the Northeast corner of the state in 
an area often referred to as the Four States area where the county shares borders with 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Louisiana. Texarkana is a bi-state city divided by Stateline Avenue 
separating the Arkansas and Texas sides of the city. As a region, the population of the 
Texarkana MSA is estimated at less than 200,000 people, with the City of Texarkana, Texas 
accounting for 36,411 people. Sixty-seven percent are minority residents who earn fifty-five 
percent below the city’s median household income. Despite Texarkana’s higher rates of 
poverty, lower median household incomes and lower numbers of college graduates than either 
Texas or the nation, The City of Texarkana, Texas is determined to improve economic and 
environmental conditions within the city.  

 
Courses will be taught by the highest quality, experienced instructors provided through an 
inter-agency agreement between TAMU-T and TEEX (Texas Engineering Extension Service) the 
vocational extension arm of Texas A&M College Station.  

 
Texas A&M Texarkana is a relatively new institution, strengthened by itd connection to the 
larger Texas A&M System. The Texarkana location serves approximately 1900 students, of 
which 80 % are considered non-traditional students. The Texas A&M System includes an 
extension service developed specifically to deliver vocational training. The Texas Engineering 
Extension Service, TEEX, instructors have the highest level of training, education, and 
certification available in their respective fields. In 2010, TEEX served more than 194,000 people 
through training and technical assistance, for a total of 2.96 million contact hours with 
participants from all 50 states, five U.S. territories, the District of Columbia, and 56 countries.  
 
C-STEM education and Environmental Workforce Training at TAMU-T provides a student 
centered, engagement oriented way of teaching and training. Instruction is inquiry based and 
stresses problem solving, coupled with discovery and decision making to prepare students for 



the changing workplace. Students will receive instruction at TAMU-T’s newest classrooms and 
hands-on training at the Texarkana Fire and Emergency Training Facility (FETF) where TEEX will 
bring their state-of-the-art mobile training units as well as all equipment, gear, and supplies 
necessary to take advantage of the FETF’s five acre training ground and new 4 story emergency 
training building.   
 
Students will receive 370 contact hours resulting in an internationally recognized program 
graduation certificate issued by TEEX. Many of the courses also offer credit toward a 4 year 
degree and/or Continuing Education units. Courses include: OSHA 29 CFR 1910.120 -
HAZWOPER; Solid Waste Management, Assessment, Cleanup; Stormwater Management; 
Underground Storage Tank Leak Prevention; CPR/First Aid, Environmental Leadership; Soil and 
Groundwater Remediation; Occupational Safety & Health; Brownfields Assessments; Industrial 
Wastewater Management and Treatment; Fork Lift Training; Lead Paint and Mold Abatement. 
 
Arthur E. "Pete" Linkins, Ph.D., Dean, College of Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics at TAMU-T will be the primary contact and project manager for delivery of 
courses at the college and will oversee course delivery. Dr. Linkins brings 30 years of experience 
managing multi-disciplinary, externally funded research projects, projects funded through 
nearly every federal agency, and 20 years of experience in senior academic leadership to this 
program.  
 
Gordon L. Lohmeyer, CFPS Private Sector Program Director, Emergency Services Training 
Institute is the primary TEEX representative. Mr. Lohmeyer oversees the operations of their 
private sector training programs, including industrial firefighting, all aspects of rescue, all 
hazmat components, and the majority of international training. In addition, he supports TEEX’s 
role in the State of Texas Emergency Management Plan dealing with use of resources and 
personnel during major incidents or disasters in Texas and other states requiring assistance. Mr. 
Lohmeyer has 20 years of experience in industrial safety and emergency response, municipal 
fire and emergency medical service areas. 
 

Project Contacts: 

Craig Lindholm 
Executive Director of Community 
Redevelopment and Grants 
City of Texarkana, Texas 
P.O. Box 1965 
Texarkana, TX 75504 
(903) 798-3903 
clindholm@txkusa.org 

 
 
Jerry Sparks 
Director of Economic Development 
City of Texarkana, Texas 
P.O. Box 1965 
Texarkana, TX 75504 
Cell: 903-278-0102/Office 903-798-1715 
jerry.sparks@txkusa.org 

 


